V
MENTAL AND SOCIAL ASPECTS, 1870-86
d
ickens died in June 1870; Grote in 1871; John Stuart Mill
in 1873. No one familiar with the main currents of Victorian
thought can miss the break which these three deaths mark. Each
in his different way they had been pioneers of the democratic
idea before it was realized. Now, as realization dawned, they
quitted die stage. Of their greater contemporaries Carlyle and
Tennyson survived till 1881 and 1892 respectively; but from
neither was any further creative impulse forthcoming, though
the writings of both were in the seventies and eighties at the
pinnacle of their fame and influence. Browning, who died in
1889, had only a very select public until the eighties; but he too
had shot his bolt—The Ring and the Book, which ended his ascend-
ing effort, appeared in 1869, Darwin's last great work, the De-
scent of Man, was issued in 1871; and Clerk-Maxwell, the other
greatest English man of science then living, published his £7*0-
tricity and Magnetism in 1873, six years before his early death. Let
us add that Livingstone died in 1873; Brassey, the greatest
English entrepreneur of the railway age, in 1870; and Wheat-
stone, the English inventor of the telegraph, in 1875,
These examples suggest, what is indeed the case, that round
about 1870 occurs a watershed in English life, * The race of giants,
who had rendered the first half of Queen Victoria's reign so
memorable, had passed or was passing; Gladstone was alone
among them in making history right through to 1886 and even
beyond. As we shall see in due course, a middle and then a
younger generation succeeded them; but though there were
great men in each, it is obvious that giants were much fewer, and
on the whole of less stature. Why they should have been, at a
time when population was larger and education more advanced,
may well afford food for thought
New fashions in ideas and conduct were not popularised then
so quickly as now; and down at least to the queen's first jubilee
in the year following the sixteen with which this chapter deals,
the mass of her subjects, high as well as low, lived much tJhe same
1 A famous passage in the essay prefixed by Bagehot in 1872 to the second edition
of his English Constitution makes this point very well; though, referring only to the
political front bench, he dates the division five years earlier.

